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No Room for Fainting 
Dear Brother: 

I must tell you of a little experience I 
had while living in New York years ago. I 
was curious to see what went on at Times 
Square, on “New Year’s Eve” (Jan. 1), so 
I went there. By midnight the Square was 
a packed mass of humanity. One was 
pressed from all sides, and the press was so 

reat that many fainted, and though they 
had fainted could not fall. 

I often think of the Mission as Times 
(in this one respect only). The 
press always seems so great there that it 
is hard to conceive how anyone could fall 
even though they should have a feeling of 
faintness. 

Of course, the Times Square crowd know 
nothing of spiritual faintings. How joyful 
we should be that we do know of them and 
have learned that they must be fought. 

Gloversville, N. Y. E. K. 


. 
square 


Learning 
Dear 
I am very interested in the spiritual teach- 
ings of the MEGIDDO MESSAGE. 
I have learned more from this little paper 
than any other reading that I have ever 
read. 


Norfolk, 


Sirs: 


Va. Mrs. P. H. 
If Christ Should Come 
Dear Sister: 

After reading your most welcome letter I 
am reminded of a poem I read which said: 
“They say the Master is coming, to honor 

the town today 

And none can tell at what house or home, 

the Master will choose to stay. 

So I thought while my heart beat wildly; 

What if He should come to mine? 

Hoy should I strive to entertain and 

honor the Guest Divine? 

So straight I turned to toiling, to make 

my house more neat. 

I swept, I polished and garnished, and 

decked it with blossoms sweet— 

I was troubled for fear the Master would 

come ere my work was done. 

\nd I hastened and worked the faster 

and watched the hurrying sun.” 

If we knew the Master were coming to- 
day, we certainly would strive to be ready, 
but we do not know the day nor the hour. 
fie will come as a thief in the night. There- 
fore we must work each day in order to be 
ready when He comes. 


St. Louis, Mo. 


R. M. S. 


Sister: 

“A-tions speak louder than words.” Good 
irks are what the Lord wants from you 
and me. We should strive day by day to be 


so full of good works and good thoughts 
that there will be no room for evil. 


West Leyden, N. Y. G WU; 


















































THY KINGDOM COME 


PART SIX 


“AND HE SHALL REIGN FOREVER” 


have studied the Scriptural evidence concerning the 

Kingdom of God. No topic is more timely, more vital, 
more rewarding, more inspiring. The hope of the Kingdom 
of God is the central fact of the whole Bible. It was the 
theme of the early ministry of Jesus from the beginning 
(Matt. 4: 23) to the end (John 18: 36, 37). It is the ul- 
timate in the plan of salvation. It is the heart of the Lord’s 
Prayer: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as 
it is in heaven.” The first Letter, in the form of a sublime 
allegory, describes the development and establishment of 
that Kingdom. The last message to humanity portrays it 
in its completed form. 

The Kingdom of God is the sole and whole purpose of 
creation on this planet. 

It has been necessary, for purposes of comparison and 
contrast, to review some of the popular but erroneous 
ideas concerning the subject. For instance, the belief 
that the Kingdom of God is a soul condition, a spiritual 
entity existing in the heart of man. This conception, 
based upon a mistranslation from the Greek in Luke 
17: 20,* fails to meet the specified requirements. The 
human heart, described by Jeremiah as “deceitful above 
all things and desperately wicked,” would hardly fulfill 
the glowing promises of the inspired prophets and sing- 
ers. Nor does the nominal Church, apostate and frag- 
mented, with its dark past and its unsatisfactory pres- 
ent, resemble the Kingdom preached by Jesus and His 
spokesmen. And if the Kingdom of God means a state of 
universal brotherhood, attained by human efforts, the 
prospects are something worse than dim. 

The Bible, which is our only point of contact with the 
divine wisdom and our only source of information in such 
matters as this, is copiously specific. Instead of a spirit- 
ual condition or a defective human institution, we have a 
crystal-clear picture of a real, literal, tangible kingdom; 
a new political and social order, still future, which when 
completed will constitute the reward and eternal home 
of the righteous. It is for this that the faithful are com- 
manded to seek with all their heart. “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God” (Matt. 6:33). 

The earthly kingdom of Israel was a type of the fu- 
ture Kingdom, in political arrangement if not in moral 


le FIVE previous issues of the MEGIDDO MESSAGE we 


Note the marginal reading, “among you,” instead of within. 
Basileia, here translated “kingdom,” means also, “a king; his royal 
majesty.” Wilson’s Emphatic Diaglott renders it, ‘““God’s royal maj- 
esty is among you.” Harper’s Greek Testament, in a footnote, states 
that Jesus was “alluding to His own presence in their midst.” 
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achievement. It possessed the four prime qualifications 
of a true kingdom: (1) territory, (2) rulers, (3) sub- 
jects, and (4) laws. The Kingdom of God—or Kingdom of 
heaven; the terms are interchangeable—must and will 
have all these features. What say the Scriptures? 

The territory: we have not far to look. We are in it, 
walking upon its soil, beholding its hills and valleys, its 
plains and waters with our mortal eyes. Only, it is still 
in the hands of the enemy. The aforementioned Prayer, 
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven,” locates it beyond doubt—“in earth’—as does 
the earlier statement in the same Sermon, “Blessed are 
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” “Ask of me,” 
is the Father’s assurance to the Son, “and I will give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession” (Psalm 2:8). 

This is but a restatement of the eternal purpose of the 
Almighty, as sworn to in the beginning of the Plan: “As 
truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory 
of the Lord” (Num. 14: 21; Hab. 2:14). 

Not heaven above, but the earth purified and made 
new, a part of heaven by annexation, is the eternal home 
which we desire and for which we labor. See John 13: 33; 
Daniel 2: 44; 7:27; Ps. 67:4; Rev. 5:9, 10; 11:15. 

The great King, we all agree, is Jesus Christ. Before 
His conception it was stated to Mary, “The Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and 
he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of 
his kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 1: 32, 33). He 
it is who shall fulfill the prophecy of Zechariah (14:9), 
“And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that 
day shall there be one Lord, and his name one.” 

When He stood before Pontius Pilate, His fate hinged 
upon the question of His alleged kingship. Had He denied 
or completely spiritualized it, He might have been ac- 
quitted. But in reply to the Procurator’s question, ‘So 
you are a king—you?” He said, “Certainly, I am a king. 
This is why I was born, this is why I came into the world” 
(John 18:37, Moffatt). 

Although two thousand years of training among the 
immortals have unquestionably rendered Him fully ca- 
pable, He does not propose to bear the burden of the 
world’s government alone. As Moses appointed compe- 
tent men to act as associate judges, so Christ has prom- 
ised that the overcomers of this “day of salvation” shall 
sit with Him on His throne, heirs and joint heirs (Rom. 
8:16, 17), serving as “kings and priests ... on the 
earth” (Rev. 2:26; 3:21; 5:10). 
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The subjects of the Kingdom, the “nations” to be ruled 
over, will be dealt with in later paragraphs, as will the 
laws and their effect. 


When Shall the Kingdom of God Be Established? 


The destruction of the earthly kingdom of Israel is a 
matter of history, as well as a subject of prophecy. Linked 
with the warnings of its sad fate is the promise of its 
eternal antitype, the eternal Kingdom of God. 

“T will overturn, overturn, overturn it: and it shall be 
no more, until he comes whose right it is; and I will give 
it him” (Ezek. 21: 27). 

The rightful Heir, as we have proved, is Jesus Christ; 
but the throne was never given Him at His first advent. 
When such a misconception arose among His disciples, 
He described Himself as a nobleman, going into a far 
country, to receive for Himself a kingdom, and to return 
(Luke 19:12). In the parallel passage, Matthew 25: 19, 
we are assured that the return will be “after a long time.” 
The Kingdom which Jesus preached, then, was a thing to 
come, still long future. 

Many events of world-shaking significance must inter- 
vene before the return of the Messiah as King of kings. 
The allegory of Genesis (chs. 1—3) teaches us that the 
plan calls for a probationary period of six thousand years, 
prefigured by the six days of creative work, followed by a 
“seventh day,” the great Sabbatic rest of a thousand 
years—the beginning of the Kingdom of God. That pe- 
riod, beginning with the inception of the plan of salva- 
tion, was only two-thirds run in the days of Jesus’ earthly 
career. 

The visions of Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel, recorded 
in the second and seventh chapters of Daniel’s prophecy, 
predict the rise and fall of four great world empires: 
Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome; with a graphic de- 
scription of the slow decay of the Roman dominion. Not 
until the complete and violent extinction of its remote 
divisions does the “stone,” or Kingdom of God (ch. 2: 
44), begin to grow to its world-filling dimensions. 

We have also seen that this long interval includes the 
great “falling away” from the truth (II Thess. 2: 1—3; 
II Tim. 4: 1—4), a condition of total apostasy, of gross 
spiritual darkness, lasting for 1,260 years. At the end of 
these dark days, the long barren “fig tree” is to bud and 
bear fruit—a remnant of the last hour, prepared for the 
coming of the Lord. 


Preparatory Events 


This reawakening is in the past, a matter of contem- 
porary history; not an event of the sixteenth century, but 
of the twentieth. Greater events are now in the making, 
soon to be revealed. 

A reigning monarch does not travel incognito or unan- 
nounced to a destination unprepared. The recent visit of 
Queen Elizabeth II and her consort, Prince Philip, was 
the fruit of many months of careful planning and prepa- 
ration. Even so the rightful King of all the earth will 
have His “advance agents.” 

The way for His earthly ministry, in the days of His 
humiliation, was prepared by the fearless prophet, John 
the Baptist. The identity of His second and greater fore- 
runner is revealed by the prophet Malachi (4: 5, 6), 

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he 


shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and 
the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse.” 

Jesus Himself confirmed this promise by His state- 
ment, “Elias [Elijah] truly shall first come, and restore 
all things” (Matt. 17:11). 

A tremendous work awaits this divine messenger upon 
his arrival from the unknown sphere where he has been 
in training since his translation nearly 3,000 years ago. 
A hostile and unbelieving world must be warned of the 
great impending change. The restoration of the miracu- 
lous powers of the Holy Spirit, long withdrawn (I Cor. 
13: 8—10), will arouse attention, and the appearance of 
angelic preachers will strike conviction to those willing 
to be convicted of sin. The dead in Christ of former ages 
must be raised and gathered in preparation for the com- 
ing of the Lord and the judgment of their works (II Cor. 
5:10). 

The length of time between the coming of Elijah and 
the actual appearing of the King is not revealed; but the 
Scriptures plainly teach that it is not long. Once these 
mighty events are begun, “a short work will the Lord 
make upon the earth” (Rom. 9:28). Retribution for 
man’s defiance of God’s law has been a long time coming, 
but now the wheels of divine justice will turn with in- 
creasing speed. 

Suddenly, with the masses still unbelieving, the King 
appears: not in secrecy or obscurity, not in spirit but 
bodily, as He went away (Acts 1:11), in dramatic splen- 
dor, escorted by an innumerable host of angels. As visible 
as the lightning flashing from the east to the west (Matt. 
24:27) shall the coming of the Son of man be; “every 
eye shall see him... and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him” (Rev. 1:7). 

His first act is not to take His throne, but to receive 
an. judge His own servants, those who have made a 
covenant with Him. See I Thess. 4: 13—17, R.S.V.; Matt. 
16: 27; Luke 21: 27. When the “sheep” have been sepa- 
rated from the “goats,” the righteous shall be rewarded 
with immortal life (Matt. 25: 32—4), and the covenant- 
breakers, the unfaithful, reserved for punishment: not 
physical torture, but a useful work, to be described later, 
followed by penal death—annihilation. 

The Judgment past, the King reappears, to stand in 
glory on the Mount of Olives, and all the saints are with 
Him as His co-rulers (Zech. 14: 4, 5). One last warning 
goes forth: “Fear God, and give glory to him, for the 
hour of his judgment is come.” The preliminaries are 
ended. The Kingdom of God begins to emerge as a stern 
reality, a power to be reckoned with. The clock cannot be 
turned back! the hour has struck. It is earth’s hour of 
decision: submit or perish (Isa. 60:12). 

The results of the ultimatum are revealed in the Scrip- 
tures. The majority, unfortunately, will defy it, choosing 
the test of force—to fight it out. 

“Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in 
vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and his 
anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds asunder, and 
cast their cords from us’” (Psalm 2: 1—3, R.S.V.). “And 
I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him that 
sat on the horse [Christ] and against his army” (Rev. 
19:19). 
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Failing to recognize the Messiah as such, deceived by 
their leaders, temporal and spiritual, trusting in the 
weapons perfected by a perverted science, they will re- 
sist to the death—their own, of course. For this new 
Power cannot be defeated or delayed. Its triumph is or- 
dained from everlasting. 

“These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King 
of kings” (Rev. 17: 14). 

Christ’s “army” is composed of His unfaithful serv- 
ants, the rebels and defaulters who have broken their 
covenant with Him. For casting off the mild yoke of His 
discipline in their lifetime, they must now wear a “yoke 
of iron” (Deut. 28: 48) as the sword of the Lord to con- 
quer the nations, before reaping their own reward of 
eternal destruction (Ps. 17:13; Rev. 19:15; 3:15, 16). 

This conflict is termed the Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 
16:16), the decisive battle of all time. Daniel (12:3) 
speaks of it as a “time of trouble such as never was since 
there was a nation.” The result is never in doubt, yet the 
futile resistance goes on until all opposition is crushed 
and the only reigning power left is that of the Prince of 
Peace, the King who would prefer to conquer by love, 
but must take His seat by force of arms. Human perver- 
sity makes Armageddon a sorrowful necessity. The story 
is told in two simple sentences from the ancient prophets: 

“Because sentence against an evil work is not executed 
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully 
set in them to do evil” (Eccl. 8:11). 

“Let favor be showed to the wicked, yet will he not learn 
righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal 
unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the Lord.... 
When thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of 
the world will learn righteousness” (Isa. 26:10, 9). 

This is divinely revealed truth, and also plain common 
sense. The history of the past two decades, the most pros- 
perous and the most violent in the career of our planet, 
together with the present internal disorder and inter- 
national chaos, testify eloquently of the impossibility of 
attaining peace on earth so long as willful mischief- 
makers are permitted to live. Death can be an enemy to 
the righteous, but until its work is done, it is an indis- 
pensable agent for the elimination of evil. The beneficent 
results of a truly righteous war will amply justify the 
destruction involved. 

Many other passages of Scripture describe Armaged- 
don. See Psalm 149: 5—9; Isa. 18: 6, 9, 11; 66:15, 16; 
Joel 2: 1—11; Zech. 14: 1—3; Mal. 4:1; Luke 19: 27. 

Man’s tragic stupidity and stubbornness are respon- 
sible for an appalling destruction of human life, none of 
it fit material for God’s Kingdom of peace. Isaiah states, 
“The slain of the Lord shall be many’; and Zechariah 
(13:8) tells just how many: 

“And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith 
the Lord, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but 
the third shall be left therein.” 

The Eternal in His mercy could wipe out all sinners 
at a single stroke, but He purposes to spread His judg- 
ments over a period of about forty years (Micah 7: 15— 
17) in order to provide time and space for repentance. A 
new generation, more amenable to divine law, will arise 
to replace the present stiff-necked race. As the survivors 
of the purifying judgments, this “third part” will be the 
nucleus of a new order, a new class, the fourth requisite 


of the Kingdom of God—the subjects. It is their teeming 
offspring who shall replenish the earth and fill it with the 
glory of God, a righteous people. 

“And I will bring the third part through the fire, and 
will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as 
gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear 
them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The 
Lord is my God” (v. 9). 

With the elimination of the class who love wickedness 
and resist progress, the process of education will be 
speeded up until the light has penetrated every dark cor- 
ner of the world, and all men know the Lord, from the 
least to the greatest (Jer. 31:34). 

The Kingdom of God is now securely established, a 
going concern. The devil (sin and all sinners) is bound 
(Rev. 20: 1—3), and the millennial reign of Christ and 
His saints begins. For a thousand years a burgeoning 
people shall live in peace and happiness under righteous 
laws unfailingly executed for the benefit of all. Old tastes 
and customs die out, replaced by something infinitely 
better. 

“But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the 
mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above 
the hills; and people shall flow unto it. 

“And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of 
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth from 
Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

“And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: na- 
tion shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. 

“But they shall sit every man under his vine and under 
his fig tree, and none shall make them afraid: for the 
mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it” (Mic.4:1—4). 

“Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame 
man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing... . 
And the inhabitants shall not say, I am sick” (Isa. 35: 
5, 6; 33: 24). 

The 65th chapter of Isaiah (vs. 17—25) paints the 
picture in vivid colors. At long last, peace has come to 
earth, and good-will to men. Poverty, suffering, painful 
illness, injustice, oppression and insecurity are things of 
the dark past; infant mortality has been wiped out, and 
there is a minimum life span of 100 years. There is proba- 
tion, challenge, struggle, decision, for it takes these 
things to make life worth while; but changed standards, 
the suppression of all overt evil, and freedom from ex- 
ternal temptation will open the door to true progress and 
produce swift and tremendous results, numerically. The 
probation of the 144,000 co-rulers, the “kings and priests,” 
was never like this; but neither is the reward of the sub- 
jects, however full their cup of blessing, like theirs, who 
sit with the Lamb on the throne of His glory. 


The Second Resurrection and Judgment 


Yet even this is not the ideal, the completed Kingdom 
of God. The devil, though bound by a stern law, is still 
alive, confined in the “bottomless pit,” or the hearts of a 
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secretly rebellious minority. Death, however blunted his 
sting, is still in the land. During the Millennium the final 
phase of the preparation of the Kingdom is coming to a 
glorious maturity, as the sin-cursed, violent past recedes 
farther and farther from memory. 

Then, suddenly, there is “silence in heaven” (Revela- 
tion 8:1). 

No longer does the law thunder from Zion; no longer is 
the guiding voice heard, saying, “This is the way, walk 
ye in it” (Isa. 30:21). Satan—sin—is loosed from his 
prison for a “little season,” which we can prove to be 
twenty years long. This is the beginning of the last Reck- 
oning, the judgment of the subjects. The Second Resur- 
rection (Rev. 20:5) restores to life all who have died 
during the Millennium, and the temporary suspension 
of law permits any cherished evil to manifest itself. Rev- 
elation 20: 7—10 and 9: 1—11 describe in symbolic lan- 
guage the rebellion of the incorrigibles, far too many, in 
view of their opportunities, yet a mere handful among 
the vast number who have won the victory over sin and 
death (Rev. 7:9). 

The mutineers are destroyed at a stroke, and the second 
judgment rewards the overcomers with immortality (Rev. 
20:12, 13). Death, his work forever done on this planet, 
is cast into the “lake of fire,”’ a symbol of eternal oblivion. 

The toiling days are long since ended, the Sabbath of 
rest is past, and the earth rolls forth from the hand of its 
Creator a finished product, beautified and glorified, filled 
with happy, immortal beings, the living glory of God. 
An “eighth day” of eternal duration dawns, through 
which this world—ouwr world—shall go from glory to 
glory, eternal progress, eternal expansion, shining with 
the indwelling light of its inhabitants (Daniel 12:3). 

The seer of Patmos thus raptly describes, in a few in- 
comparable sentences, that World of Tomorrow: 

“And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Be- 
hold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell 
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God. 

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away. 

“And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make 
all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these 
words are true and faithful” (Rev. 21: 3—45). 


Signs of the Kingdom 


From the mount of vision we must return to the valleys 
of toil and labor, of struggle and temptation, of faith and 
hope: for the Kingdom is yet future. But we have more 
than a hope; we have evidence to confirm our faith and 
brighten our hope. We have the “signs of the times,” the 
brilliant signboards along the way, the landmarks set up 
by the same God-inspired men to whom we must look for 
knowledge of the plan of the Eternal. 

Of the day and hour of these momentous events which 
will inaugurate the Kingdom we have no knowledge 
(Mark 13:32). Date-setting, of which there has been too 
much through the years, is a clear transgression of God’s 
law. Yet we are not without knowledge of the “times and 
seasons” of the Lord’s return. In I Thessalonians 5 St. 
Paul, a prophet of the first rank, says: 


“But of the times and seasons, brethren, ye have no 
need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 
For when they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, . . . and they shall not es- 
cape.” 

The cry for peace and safety is something fairly recent 
in human history. From the Hague Conference to the UN, 
the movement has gathered strength and voice, even 
though its impotence is attested by the violence of the 
times. Yet this very violence is also a sign. Joel foretold 
(3: 9—11) an unprecedented surge of armament and 
preparation for war, to be climaxed, like the cry for 
peace, by the appearance of God’s “ .ighty ones” and 
His purifying judgments. 

These two movements, so contradictory in their na- 
ture, are solid realities before our eyes. On the one hand 
we see a vast machinery for the promotion and preserva- 
tion of peace—for every effort of which we are thankful 
—and on the other we are buffeted by the “cold war” 
and impoverished by the universal armament race with 
its frightfully expensive super-carriers, atomic subma- 
rines, hydrogen bombs and nuclear guided missiles. These 
contradictions may not make sense, but they fulfill to 
the letter the words of the holy prophets. 

World-wide trouble and uncertainty and anxiety, the 
overhanging threat of total war, the realization that 
man holds in his hands the means of his own annihilation, 
the all-pervading fear—these things take on new mean- 
ing in the light of our Master’s statement in Luke 21: 
25, 26, 

“And there shall be signs in the [political] sun, and in 
the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress 
of nations with perplexity ; the sea and the waves roaring; 

“Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the earth: for 
the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” 

The “meaning” is divine intervention which shall end 
once for all this man-made reign of terror. 

“And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory” (v. 27). 

Other “signs” are the moral laxity of the times, making 
our society fit to be compared with Sodom and Gomorrah 
anu the evil days before the Deluge (Luke 17: 26—30). 
The craze for pleasure, at whatever cost, is a part of the 
“perilous times” predicted by Paul for the “last days” of 
the Gentile era. Widespread indifference, skepticism, and 
unwillingness to receive the truth of God’s Word reflect 
the question of our Lord, ‘When the Son of man cometh, 
shali he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). 

These “signs,” it will be noted, are all of an ominous 
nature, and truly we find ourselves in ominous times. Yet 
the counsel of the Bible is never a counsel of despair, or 
even of anxiety. To those who are hastening their “escape 
from the windy storm and tempest” (Ps. 55:8), the 
words of Jesus bear a calm and deep assurance: 

“And when these things begin to come to pass, then 
look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh” (Luke 21: 28). 

God is faithful, and through these stormy interludes 
the prayer of the saints is steadily nearing fruition: 
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven.” 


“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” [END] 


Clection 


by Faith, Watchfulness, and Obedience 


“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.” 


ee three great watchwords are among the com- 
ponents for success in any walk of life. Christians of 
this dispensation aim for the position of kings and priests 
in God’s new and perfect Government soon to be estab- 
lished on earth. To make one’s calling and election sure 
in such an undertaking, faith is essential. Without it, it 
is impossible to please God (Heb. 11: 6). 

We see the need for faith in temporal aspirations. Any 
candidate running for office in our government, local or 
federal, must have faith—faith in himself, his party and 
its platform. Usually such a man will get enough enthusi- 
asm so that he is so full of faith in his candidacy that he 
lives it constantly. It is the topic of all his conversation, 
the object of all his activities. It is apparent that all his 
faith is directed toward obtaining this one goal, right up 
to the time the last vote is cast. 

But as aspirants to an office in that eternal Govern- 
ment we must have complete faith in its Founder and the 
platform upon which our Government is to be built. Our 
platform is the Word of God. If men can and will put 
forth so much effort for a one- or two-year term of office, 
how much more faith should we manifest in our opportu- 
nity of obtaining the office we seek! As candidates for 
rulers in God’s Kingdom, do we have such strong faith 
that every thought, word and deed is campaigning for 
our success? 

Next, obedience is an essential factor to a man seeking 
a political victory. He is obedient to the rules and plat- 
form of his party and expects obedience from his co- 
workers. The race is so very important to him that if any 
of his fellow workers are not loyal to him and his plat- 
form they are discharged. The candidate himself must 
obey the laws and rules and regulations pertaining to 
the election. His obedience to all rules and laws helps to 
convince the voting public that he is the man fitted for the 
position. 

To a Christian, obedience means to obey God and His 
principles. We have no fickle voting public to please, but 
one unchanging Judge before whom we all must stand 
some day. We are in a most important race—eternal life 
if we win; ultimately, destruction if we lose—and our 
obedience must exceed that of the office seeker. Paul 
makes it very clear and easy to see that not only our 
words and actions but every thought must be brought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ (II Cor. 10:4, 5). 

Watchfulness is the essential link between faith and 
obedience, for it spans the distance between the two. 
Obedience is impossible without constant watchfulness. 
If we are watchful, obedience will be the inevitable re- 
sult. Watchfulness is defined as, “vigilance, alertness, 
heedfulness, observance.” The political candidate is ever 
watchful of the results of his campaigning and while he 
observes the moves of his opponent he is principally con- 
cerned in working out his program. In our race for elec- 
tion we have an opponent who will defeat us if he can— 
the “old man” within us. Knowing the strength and tac- 
tics of the opponent is always important in any kind of 
race. This is essential for preparation, but once in the 
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race one must not lose time looking back at another’s 
progress. His course is straight ahead. 

The political candidate watches everything he and his 
colleagues do and say before the public, but. we as Chris- 
tians must be even more watchful of our conduct, for the 
“eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil 
and the good” (Prov. 15:3). 

He who succeeds in the race for temporal office—even 
though it be the presidency of the U.S.A.—must of ne- 
cessity endure much that is unwholesome, as lack of 
funds or power to carry out his program, waste and 
graft by unscrupulous personnel in various offices, inter- 
nal and international problems, and more. He must con- 
sider the feelings of the voting public and he can expect 
to be evil spoken of regardless of what action he takes 
on vital issues. 

But he who has been full of faith, and has diligently 
practiced watchfulness and obedience will receive the 
crown of righteousness which is laid up for all who make 
their calling and election sure. Not only one, but all who 
run successfully may gain the crown; not for only a few 
years, but for eternity. 





JESUS OUR EXAMPLE 


| is NO department of life is the innate indolence of 
human nature more manifest than in religion. In tem- 
poral things we have learned to be industrious, but reli- 
gion is approached indifferently. 

Through Adam’s fall (according to theology) man’s 
nature became sinful; therefore, it being impossible for 
him to become righteous, he must avail himself of merits 
not his own. Thus, many professing Christians assert 
that their work has been done by Christ, their own part 
being merely passive. 

This attitude is not conducive to individual or social 
advancement. Idleness means decay. The future reward 
is promised only to the doers, the workers. “Blessed are 
they that do his commandments” (Rev. 22:14). “Work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 
2:12). Why this commandment if Jesus performed the 
work? His principle was, “Ye are my friends if ye do 
whatsoever I command you” (John 15:14). 

God never issued an impossible or unreasonable com- 
mandment, and perfection is not only possible but ab- 
solutely necessary to salvation. “Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 
5:48). Did Jesus mean this, or dare we accuse Him of 
falsehood? We say as did Pelagius (A. D. 400), “Away 
with excuses! It is not the strength you lack, but the 
will!” Sin is the transgression of law; to cease trans- 
gressing is perfection. True, not many will become per- 
fect, but Jesus Himself tells us that few will be saved. 

The only way in which His perfect life benefits us is as 
an example (I Pet. 2: 21); each of us stands or falls by 
his own works. We are not condemned for Adam’s sin, 
and if we expect to be justified by the merits of Jesus, we 
will hear Him say, “Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things which I say?” 
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“Guard Your Inner Life” 


HEN we think closely how we might best attain 

the spiritual growth necessary to gain eternity 
with its ever-glowing beauties and joys, we realize more 
deeply that perfection is only self-control, and that self 
is directed and governed by the mind. So it is profitable 
to receive any suggestions that would help us to make and 
keep the mind as a great power house where buttons are 
pushed and levers are pulled to direct our various mem- 
bers into high, noble, and constructive work which will 
endure throughout eternity. 

Let us consider our thoughts as so much company, and 
inquire which of them one would wish to exclude and 
send away, which to let in and receive. It is much easier 
to prevent disagreeable visitants from entering than to 
get rid of them when they are entered. It will be a great 
matter, therefore, to have Truth a trusty porter at the 
gate to keep a good guard at the door by which bad 
thoughts come in, and to avoid those occasions which 
commonly excite them. 

In the first place, then, it may be taken for granted 
that no one would choose to entertain guests who are 
peevish and discontented with everything. Their room 
is certainly much better than their company. They are 
uneasy in themselves, and will soon make the whole 
house so, like wasps that not only are restless themselves 
but will cause universal uneasiness and sting the family. 
Watch, therefore, against all thoughts of this kind, which 
do but chafe and corrode the mind to no purpose. It is 
equally a Christian’s interest and duty to learn, in what- 
soever state he is, therewith to be content. 

There is another set of visitors who are not the most 
comfortable companions in the world; such as are always 
imagining evil, overanxious about everything, fearful 
of everything, and apprehensive of the worst. Never open 
the mind’s door to thoughts of this complexion, since by 
giving way to tormenting fears and suspicion of some ap- 
proaching danger or event you not only anticipate but 
double the evil you fear and undergo much more from 
the apprehension of it before it comes than the whole 
weight of it when it is present. “Offer the sacrifices of 
righteousness, and put your trust in the Lord.” Are not 
all the events that affect us under the direction of a wise 
and gracious Providence? Learn to obey and trust Him 
and Suspicion and Fear are ordered out immediately. 

You esteem it a dreadful thing to be obliged to live 
with people who are passionate and quarrelsome. You 
undoubtedly judge right; it is like living in a house that 
is on fire. Why then entertain angry and wrathful 
thoughts? they canker the mind and dispose it to the 
worst temper in the world, that of fixed malice and re- 
venge. Never ruminate over past injuries and provoca- 
tions. Anger may steal into the breast of a wise man, 
but rests only in the bosom of fools. The apostle’s precept 
is, “Let not the sun go down upon your wrath.” Above 
all things be sure to set a guard on the tongue while the 
angry fit is upon you. In anger, as well as in a fever, it 
is good to have the tongue kept smooth and clean. 

Whoever has been much conversant with the world 
must have met often with silly, trifling, and unreasonable 
people who will talk forever about nothing. How far pref- 
erable is solitude to such society! There are silly, trifling, 


and unreasonable thoughts as well as persons; such are 
always about, and if care be not taken they will get into 
the mind, seize and possess it before we are aware. They 
ought to be dismissed, because they keep out better com- 
pany. 

There is something particularly tiresome about bond 
agents and castle-builders, who detain you for hours 
with relations of their impractical and improbable 
schemes. Could he avoid it, one never would be at home 
to this sort of visitants. Give your porter, therefore, di- 
rections to be in a more special manner upon his guard 
against all wild and extravagant thoughts, all vain and 
fantastical imaginations. It is unknown how much time 
is wasted by many persons in these airy and absurd 
schemes, while they neglect their duty to God and man, 
and even their own worldly interests, thus losing the 
substance by grasping at the shadow, and dreaming 
themselves princes till they awake beggars. 

There is one sort of guests who are not strangers to 
the mind of man: these are gloomy and melancholy 
thoughts. There are times and seasons when, to some, 
everything appears dismal and disconsolate. Keep the 
light of Truth burning and these would-be intruders will 
disappear like mist before the sun. For it is only when 
the light is temporarily dimmed or extinguished that 
dreariness or despondency enter and destroy our minds. 

It is needless to say that we should repel all impure 
thoughts, because, if we possess a fair character, and 
frequent good company, it is to be hoped they will not 
have the assurance to knock at our door. 

These, then, are some of the evil thoughts against 
which you should carefully guard: such as are peevish 
and discontented, overanxious and fearful, passionate 
and quarrelsome, silly and trifling, vain and fantastical, 
gloomy and melancholy, impure, profane, and blasphe- 
mous. A formidable band to whose importunity, more 
or less, every one is subject. Truth, aided by the grace of 
God, must watch diligently at the gate either to bar their 
entrance or crive them away forthwith when entered, 
not only as impertinent, but as mischievous intruders 
that will otherwise destroy the home and the family. 

The best method after all, perhaps, is to contrive mat- 
ters so as always to be pre-engaged when they come, en- 
gaged with better company, and then there will be no 
room for them. For other kinds of thoughts there are: 
honest, just, pure, true, lovely, and of good report, to 
which, when they stand at the door and knock, the porter 
should open immediately, and which you should let in and 
receive, retain, and improve, to your soul’s health and 
happiness. 

The grand secret in this, as in many other cases, is 
employment. An empty house is everybody’s property. 
All the vagrants about the country will take up their 
quarters in it. Always, therefore, have something to do 
and you will always have something to think about. God 
has placed every person in some station, and every station 
has a set of duties belonging to it. Did we not forget or 
neglect these, evil thoughts would sue for admission in 
vain. Indeed, they would not come near our dwelling any 
more than idle, vain, profligate people would think of 

(Continued on next page) 


November 2, 1957 





THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 9 








Musings of the Editor 


| genome while paying a visit to a brother who is 85 
years old, and not only lame, blind and very deaf, but 
who is bereaved of his lifelong companion and wife, I in- 
quired if he got lonesome. “No,” was his ready reply. “When 
I would feel lonesome I go visiting. I close my eyes and go 
and visit at the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Then I 
go to the temple and hear Jesus, or walk beside Him on the 
road to Emmaus. Then perhaps I travel to Mars’ Hill and 
hear Paul’s discourse on the unknown god, or to the judgment 
hall and hear his defense before Agrippa.” It was a hearten- 
ing reply, and revealed more than a surface answer. It re- 
vealed a preparation—the things he had cherished in medi- 
tation when he could see and hear. In the course of our con- 
versation he repeated a number of verses on the Holy Spirit. 

This, too, disclosed that his mind was on that 
Lonesome? refreshing time that is coming at the return 

of our Lord. Such thoughts had accompanied 
him through life and these he still had to cheer him in other- 
wise lonely hours. He had these good substantial thoughts— 
high and elevating to support him and eliminate the depres- 
sion of spirits that so often comes with the adjustment to old 
age and infirmity. 

Instead of relying on the young to cheer him, such a per- 
son helps to set the pattern of inspiration and contentment 
for those about him and those who follow after. 

Not only age may debar us from our normal round of ac- 
tivities which help to keep us mentally alert and spiritually 
alive, but accident or sickness may curtail one’s activity for 
weeks or months, in youth or middle age, too often indefinite- 
ly. How valuable a resource to have such friends to “visit” 
with to prevent being lonesome at such a time. 

We hear much of disability benefits and old age insurance. 
These help give peace of mind financially, but no policy com- 
pares with the one God furnishes which promotes elevating 
thoughts, and a consolation for every occasion and age of 
life that comes from righteous acts and noble aspirations. But 
we have to pay into the fund by acquiring those thoughts in 
youth and health, to have them to draw on in time of need, 
when the physical body may be handicapped. 

Prepare for those lonesome hours, that you too may “go 
visiting.” 





“GUARD YOUR INNER LIFE,” conc. 


visiting and harassing a man who labored constantly for 
his daily bread. 

And let no one imagine, as too many are apt to do, 
that it is a matter of indifference what thoughts he en- 
tertains in his heart. We are told that Charity “thinketh 
no evil,” that “the thought of foolishness”—when allowed 
and encouraged—“‘is sin.” Therefore, in the words of the 
poet— 


“Guard well thy thoughts—our thoughts are heard in 
heaven.” 


“Guard above all things, guard your inner self, for so 
you live and prosper” (Prov. 4: 23, Moffatt). 


The Vanity of the World 


False world, thou lyest: thou canst not lend 
The least delight: 
Thy favors cannot gain a friend, 
They are so slight: 
Thy morning pleasures make an end 
To please at night: 
Poor are the wants that thou supplyest, 
And yet thou vauntest, and yet thou vyest 
With heaven: O earth, thou boasts; false world, thou lyest. 


Thy babbling tongue tells golden tales 
Of endless treasure; 
Thy bounty offers easy sales 
Of lasting pleasure: 
Thou askest the conscience what she ails, 
And swearest to ease her; 
There’s none can want where thou supplyest; 
There’s none can give where thou denyest. 
Alas! vain world, thou boasts; false world, thou lyest. 


What well-advised ear regards 
What earth can say? 
Thy words are gold, but thy rewards 
Are painted clay: 
Thy roseate hues soon afterward 
Blight and decay; 
Withered to naught, and yet thou vyest; 
If seen, and then disclosed, denyest: 
Thou art not what thou seem’st; false world, thou lyest. 


Thy tinsel bosom seems a mint 
Of new-coined treasure; 
A paradise, that has no stint, 
No change, no measure; 
A painted cask, but nothing in’t, 
Nor wealth, nor pleasure: 
Vain earth! that falsely thus complyest 
With man; vain man! that thou relyest 
On earth; vain man, thou dotest; vain earth, thou lyest. 


What mean dull souls, in this high measure, 
To haberdash 
In earth’s base wares, whose greatest treasure 
Is dross and trash? 
The height of whose enchanting pleasure 
Is but a flash? 
Are these the goods that thou supplyest 
Us mortals with? Are these the highest? 
Can these bring cordial peace? false world, thou lyest. 


If sons of earth could only know 
Earth’s vanity, 
If wisdom could to them bestow 
This sanity, 
How nearer then to God would grow 
Humanity. 
Eternal things are God’s, the highest; 
They’re thine, O man, when thou complyest. 
Dost say, thou canst compete, false earth? THOU LYEST! 


—Selected and Amplified. 





“No! rest is not quitting this busy career, 
Rest is the fitting of self to its sphere. 
Tis loving and serving the highest and best, 
’Tis onward unswervingly—this is true rest.” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no un- 
clean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that 
bear the vessels of the Lord” (Isaiah 52: 11). 


While this text considered by itself is a direct and in- 
spiring command for our salvation, the full beauty and 
meaning is seen only when it is read in its context. The 
entire so-called deutero-Isaiah (chapters 40—66) is of 
one magnificent piece, but we may in this study begin at 
the middle of chapter 51. The remainder of this chapter 
pictures the natural condition of each of us—lost and 
hopeless, as yet untouched by the quickening power of 
Truth. It also may well typify the condition of the Church 
after its fall into the mire of the Apostasy (Matt. 25: 5; 
II Thess. 2:3; II Tim. 4:3, 4). The closing verses of the 
chapter sound a note of hope, of redemption and reclama- 
tion for the Church and for its individual members in 
the last days of Gentile times. 

The 52d chapter opens with a ringing call to action. 
“Awake! awake! put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy 
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for hence- 
forth there shall no more come into thee the uncircum- 
cised and the unclean.” Throughout the ages this chal- 
lenge has sounded to each son and daughter of the Eter- 
nal, for all are found in deepest slumber. And after a 
drunken sleep of 1,260 years, the Church was desperately 
in need of such an alarm. 

The inspired song now enters a passage which is a 
crescendo of majestic sublimity. “How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God 
reigneth! . . . Break forth into joy, sing together, ye 
waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord hath comforted 
his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord hath 
made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and 
all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God. Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence... .” 

Thus, like the prophet of old, we are lifted out of our- 
selves and carried down to the time when the Redeemer 
shall come to Zion, when the Lord shall make bare His 
holy arm and begin His work of judgment. 

The principle of “departing,” of coming out from the 
world and touching not its uncleanness, while of especial 
importance in this time of the end when the world is 
sinking to the depths of depravity, it is by no means a 
new law or peculiar to the last days. Abraham, the father 
of the faithful, dated his spiritual growth from the day 
when he obeyed the divine command, “Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s 
house, unto a land that I will show thee” (Gen. 12:1). 
Once in the new country, away from old associations, 
being less concerned with temporal advantages than with 
eternal rewards, he chose the solitude of the steppes 
rather than the proximity of the wicked cities of the 
plain, a choice which, if imitated, might have saved his 
nephew, Lot, much inconvenience and distress. So long 


as Jacob dwelt with his kindred in the land from which 
Abraham had fled, he was merely Jacob the herdsman; 
it was only after he broke with his tribe and set his face 
toward Canaan that he was granted those experiences 
which made him Israel, the Prince of God. Three centu- 
ries in crowded, civilized, prosperous Egypt had made of 
the free-spirited nomads a race of abject slaves; forty 
years of stern discipline in the vast silences of the desert 
forged from this rabble a civilized, self-governing, pro- 
gressive nation. Some of the most terrible lessons of that 
period came as a result of their illegal mingling with the 
heathen nations about them and the adoption of their 
licentious ways, a persistent vice which again and again 
led the Jewish nation into no end of trouble. 

By the days of Jesus and the apostles, and for some 
time before, changed conditions had made physical isola- 
tion from the outside world more difficult, often impos- 
sible, and even undesirable, since it is through trials that 
character is brought to perfection. Yet in every age the 
principle of absolute separation religiously, socially and 
politically has stood and still stands unchanged. “Love 
not the world, neither the things that are in the world,” 
wrote the beloved John. “If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him” (I John 2:15). Paul 
exhorts and commands us to “come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un- 
clean thing; and I will receive you” (II Cor. 6:17). 

The Eternal’s last message to men sounds the same 
tocsin note, with the reason therefore, lest any should 
presume to ask “Why?” In Rev. 18 the fall of spiritual 
Babylon is described prophetically, and the 4th verse 
cries the familiar warning, “Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues: for her sins have reached unto heaven, 
and God hath remembered her iniquities.” Great Baby- 
lon, the world of confusion, with its immorality, its dis- 
honesty, its injustices, its wars and cruelties, its super- 
stitions and religious frauds, is a collapsing building, a 
sinking ship, and the only intelligent course for one who 
professes to bear the vessels of the Lord is to flee out of 
her in haste, lest he be involved in her dreadful fall. “The 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever” (I John 2:17). 

Many in their ignorance have sought to escape from 
the world and its problems through the short-cut of 
monasticism, a thing neither commanded nor commended 
in the Word of God. The stagnation of the cloister or the 
desert does not produce tested character. The man God 
wants to bear His vessels is the one who, while of neces- 
sity in the world, is not of it, doing his needful business 
wih it but avoiding its defilements. He is aware of the 
fact that he cannot play with fire without being burned, 
nor touch the unclean thing without becoming unclean; 
his faith insulates him from defiling influences. 

Such a man was our Great Example, Jesus, who, while 
living in a corrupt world for which He even refused to 
pray (John 17:9), yet lived above its corruption and 
could say at the end, “I have overcome the world.” His 
prayer in the upper room, embodying as it does this vital 
principle, is for us no less than for the Twelve: “I pray 
not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but 
that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.” And in 
this, as in everything else, God helps those who help them- 
selves. 


Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The Mrcipp0 MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


In Phil. 2: 30 Paul, in speaking of Epaphroditus, says, that 
he nearly died “to supply your lack of service toward me.” 
Does Paul complain in this case because others did not pro- 
vide for his needs? 


Not at all! This verse is much plainer in the late trans- 
lations. The R.S.V. says, “risking his life to complete 
your service to me.” And Dr. Moffatt renders it, “risking 
his life to make up for the service which you were not 
here to render me.” Paul’s own testimony in ch. 4:10, 11 
clarifies the point: “But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, 
that now at the last your care of me hath flourished 
again ; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportu- 
nity. Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have 
learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be con- 
tent.” Paul did not accuse them of non-support but ac- 
knowledged their readiness, though temporarily they 
were unable to help. 


Who or what tempts men and women to do wrong if there 
is no devil? 


“Every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his 
own lust and enticed” (James 1: 12—15). Evil thoughts 
which precede all evil acts come “from within, out of the 
heart of man,” said the great Teacher who knew what 
was in the heart (Mark 7: 21—23). Temptation in itself 
is not sin, but when allowed to conceive it brings sin, and 
sin in turn brings death. Bad company weakens one’s 
resistance to his evil impulses; so the Wise Man says to 
avoid such (Prov. 4: 14, 15; 22: 24). To keep good com- 
pany and avoid the contaminating influence helps one 
grow strong to resist all that defiles, the natural desires 
that need but a spark to light the fire. 


Is perfection of character unattainable—something out of 
this world? 


Moral perfection is the true Christian’s very real goal 
here and now! 

It is indeed “out of this world” and far above its sin- 
fulness, for it comes only by complete separation from its 
teaching and practice (II Cor. 6: 17, 18; Rom. 12:1, 2). 
It is a command of God for this generation as well as 
for the patriarchs or first century Christians (Gen. 17: 1; 
Matt. 5: 48), a command stressed and upheld by all the 
holy prophets and apostles who were real men with as 
human problems as we have today, but who learned to 
control and subdue the instincts of the lower nature, thus 
developing the higher characteristics. To find that the 
Bible standard is perfection of character, see I John 3: 
1—3; Tit. 2:11, 12; Luke 6: 40. 


What does the Bible teach about deathbed repentance? 


That it is impossible. It is clearly stated in Jer. 13: 
15, 16, 23, that wh:n a man’s feet stumble on the dark 
mountains and he comes within the shadow of death it 
is too late to seek the Lord. A man can no more change 
his character in an instant, if accustomed to evil, than 
the Ethiopian can change his skin or the leopard his 
spots. As the tree falleth, so shall it lie (Eccl. 11:3). Sin 
must not only be confessed but also forsaken; this takes 
time and growth (Prov. 28: 18; Phil. 2:12; Eph. 2: 21). 
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Why is it a fearful thing to fall into the hands of God (Heb. 
10: 31) when He is so just and merciful? 


In reading this text one should not overlook the pre- 
ceding verses (26—30, which see). The reason is stated 
clearly: If we sin willfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, then we are on dangerous ground. 
Phillips renders the text in question, thus, “Truly it is a 
terrible thing for a man who has done this to fall into the 
hands of the living God!” Those who deliberately turn 
against God and slander Him and His truth—will receive 
their just punishment. But God is indeed merciful and 
gives ail humanity every opportunity to repent and turn 
from their sins, whatever they might be. 


Does Acts 20:7 teach that we should break bread or ob- 
serve the Lord’s Supper each week? 


No. In I Cor, 11: 23, 24, Paul declares, with authority 
from Jesus, that it should be a yearly observance, the 
anniversary of the ‘‘s2me night in which he was betrayed.” 
Partaking of the emblems, the unleavened bread and juice 
of the grape is definitely a command to be observed once 
every year, not every Sunday, and never in the morning, 
as is often the case. It was an evening observance—a 
supper. 

The daily or weekly breaking of bread mentioned in 
Acts 2: 42, 46; 20: 7 which the disciples practiced had no 
connection with the yearly observance of the Lord’s Supper. 


What is meant in Titus 3: 5 by the phrase “renewing of the 
holy spirit’? Many evangelists teach we have it now. 


“Renew,” defined, is “to establish, rebuild, revive .. . 
to begin again; resume.” This indicates a time of expira- 
tion. The Holy Spirit ceased when the gifts of the spirit 
were withdrawn, A. D. 70, when the perfect or written 
law (Ps. 19:7) had come, as we find by reading I Cor. 
13: 10—13. It will be renewed when Christ’s herald, 
Elijah the prophet, returns, who will restore it (Matt. 
17:11). We are now living in the interim, or dry time 
between the former and latter rain, spoken of by the 
prophets Joel. 


Was Christ the very God recreated in the flesh? 


No. He was the Son of God. He is called Emmanuel, 
or “God with us” (Matt. 1:23), our future King and 
Ruler, but He is not the Almighty, Eternal God. Jesus 
said, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work” (John 
5:17), showing they were two distinct and separate per- 
sonalities. He acknowledged His Father’s superiority 
when He said, “My Father is greater than I” (John 14: 
28). Moreover He told Mary in the garden “I ascend... 
to my God and your God” (John 20:17). 


What does the Bible say about the importance of knowl- 
edge in Christian living? 


“Wisdom [or knowledge] is the principal thing,” hence 
of the utmost importance, for ignorance alienates from 
the life of God (Eph. 4: 18). Without a thorough knowl- 
edge of God’s will we would fail in its performance (Ps. 
111: 10; Prov. 4: 7; Hos. 4: 6; Eccl. 7: 12). It is not only 
stated but repeated in the Bible that God’s children are 
all those who have been taught of the Lord (Isa. 54:18; 
John 6: 44, 45). In all other vocations of life, knowledge 
is fundamental: how much more in the highest of all call- 
ings! For through knowledge God’s grace and all things 
that pertain to life and godliness are multiplied to us 
(II Pet. 1:2, 3). 
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You Are Beaten... 


When “IF” controls your efforts. 

When you think you are a failure. 

When you get discouraged and lose heart. 

When you cease to stand up for your principles. 

When you let up in your efforts to push ahead. 

When you say “Yes,” when you should say “NO.” 

When you are a leaner, a follower, an imitator, a trailer. 

When you throw up your hands and surrender to obstacles. 

When you have no fixity of purpose, no one unwavering aim. 

When you are pessimistic and have a wrong outlook on life. 

When you don’t demand the highest thing of which you are capable. 

When you fail to stand by your proposition like the Rock of Gibraltar. 

When you allow jealousy or envy to mar your life, to make you unhappy. 

When you cease to do your best and are half satisfied with your second 
best. 

When you go about showing dejection and despair in your face and bearing. 

When you cease to work for a living, to strive, to struggle to get on in the 
world. 

When you choose the lower and the higher is possible. “Not failure, but 
low aim is crime.” 

When you are not master of yourself and let your animal appetites and 
passions rule you. 

When you feel like a coward, a nobody, a down-and-out, and give way to 
discouragement. 

When you are afraid to step out of the crowd, to live a higher life, to ac- 
cept a divine ideal. 

When you can’t stand like a man and face the music, or take your medi- 
cine, whatever it may be. 

When you begin to say, “Oh, what’s the use? The world is against me! a 
crue] fate is on my track!” 

When you are making excuses for not standing up like a man when diffi- 
culties and obstacles confront you. 

When you are so sensitive that you can’t take advice, and go all to pieces 
when criticized or crossed. 

When you cease to walk, talk and act like a conqueror; when you cease to 
carry victory in your very face and bearing. 

When procrastination runs in your blood; when you can’t decide things; 
when you are forever on the fence, always reconsidering your 
decisions. 

When you choose the easiest way; when you are enamored of the easy 
chair; when you are not willing to pay the price for the larger 
thing of which you are capable. 

When you lose your backbone; haven’t iron enough in your blood; when 
you are afraid to begin to do a thing you know you are capable of 
doing and ought to do. 

When you don’t stand by your word, make good your promises. When 
you are not honest, straight, square, then you are beaten so far as 
being a man is concerned; and that is what you are on this earth 
for—to play the part of a man, to do your work with courage, good 
cheer, in a helpful spirit. And we might add that— 

When you are beaten by none of these things, you are on the road to be- 
come worthy of the greater manhood for which you were designed 
by your Creator. —Selected and amplified. 
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